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Designated Child Protection Teachers: Mr McKane and Mrs Wilson
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Welcome back to all our pupils and
staff after the summer holidays! The
teachers have been enjoying hearing
all about the fun activities our pupils
enjoyed during July and August! As a

staff, we are very much looking
forward to another fun, action-packed
year at Stranmillis Primary School!

EDUCAT ION
FunpD

We have 22 after-school clubs Every year, parents have the opportunity to make

. a voluntary contribution to our Educational Trust
2181610005 throughOUt Term 1. Fund. A request is sent through Eduspot. This

Details were sent by email last ~ money is ring-fenced for resources such as guided
week. Dates can also be found on reading books, books for the school library,

. resources for our outdoor classrooms, practical
our school website. We hOPe you maths resources and much more. Thank you for

will register you child for one of  considering making this financial contribution to

e e the school which will have a very positive impact
the many activities on offer. on our pupils’ learning

www.stranmillisprimary.org
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After running parent information evenings for many years, we have decided to
change the format for 2024-25. Much of the information shared at parent
evenings is now shared on Seesaw, and parents have parental consultations in
October, at which they received detailed information on their child’s
progress. The only exception is that we will still be running a parent
information evening for Primary 1.

To replace parent information evenings, we will be running a series of parent
workshops. Some of these will also be delivered by outside agencies. Our
first two sessions will take place after the Primary 1 parent information evening
on Thursday 12 September. Details are below.

Primary 1 information evening. Come along
to find out all about life in P1! Open to all
current P1 parents.

Accelerated Reader. Come and hear the rationale
behind our Accelerated Reader program. Get a
better understanding of book levels, targets and
Z.P.Ds! Visit our school library to see the range of
books on offer and have opportunity to ask
questions about A.R. Open to all parents in
Primary 4- Primary 7, especially P4 parents who
have children participating in A.R for the first time.

Provision of Additional Needs - including SEN. This
session will be led by Mrs Cromie and she will be
presenting an overview of the many different ways
we cater for additional needs, as well as outlining
our SEN provision. This session is open to any parent
who would like to hear about how we endeavour to
meet the needs of all our pupils.

www.stranmillisprimary.org
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School Attendance

As we begin a new academic year, I invite you to work in partnership with us to make
full attendance for your children a priority this year.

We value our pupils and are committed to providing a high-quality education. We

work hard to ensure they have experiences & opportunities which build a solid
foundation to equip them for the next stage. From experience, we know that a strong
partnership with you, where your children know that you value their education &
make it a priority, leads to the best outcomes for your child. Research shows that
children with high levels of attendance are most likely to achieve their potential and
success in exams such as GCSEs.

Parents face many challenges in the current climate including the cost of family
holidays during the holiday periods. Unfortunately, this has always been the case
and is one all staff in schools also face. More & more parents are deciding to take
children out of school during term time to make the cost more manageable. I would
urge you to carefully consider the impact this can have on your child if you are
considering this. Time out of school can lead to loss of key learning & cause
significant anxiety for a child. School moves at a fast pace and your child’s
confidence can be dented trying to catch up. Teachers are faced with finding the
time to work with an individual to fill the gaps which is unfair on the other children.
As per Department of education guidance, all absence due to holidays is recorded
as unauthorised.

There are of course times when a child cannot attend school for example if they
have a high temperature or a childhood illness such as chicken pox, measles or

vomiting and diarrhoea. For most minor illnesses however, for instance a cough,
cold or sore throat they can be in school.

Our children have had an excellent start settling very quickly, engaging in their

learning & enjoying being with their friends. We look forward to a year filled with lots
of learning & great experiences for everyone.

Mrs Wilson
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DO YOU HAVE A KNOWLEDGE
OR INTEREST IN ONE OF OUR
WORLD AROUND US TOPICS?

P1
Qurselves
Space
P2
Homes
P3
There’s Only One Me
P4
WW 2
P5 | oo
Treetop Explorers [REEares
My Body (organs) SEiGeumtEaal:
P7 o
Unsinkable

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE
INFORMATION WITH THE CHILDREN
(IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE THE CLASS

YOUR CHILD IS IN) PLEASE EMAIL
AKING418@C2KNI.NET AND I WILL
PASS YOUR DETAILS TO THE
RELEVANT YEAR GROUP

www.stranmillisprimary.org
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“The goals of our PTA are to build and sustain our unique
community atmosphere, and to raise money to fund
important learning resources for the school.”

Our next PTA meeting is on Wednesday 18 September at
7.00pm in Room 12. We had a fabulous year in 2023-24 and we
are looking forward to another bumper year! Please consider
attending and making a positive contribution to school life.

Values are central to our ethos and learning at Stranmillis Primary School.
We have chosen a value for each month and we hope that you will support
us by talking about the value with your child.

We want the children to think about the choices they make and how by
making the right choice we can all be successful.

Our Value for September is ‘Good Manners’

Teaching our children to use good manners is also one simple way to instill
the values of kindness and respect.

During September we will focus on the foundation of good manners by
encouraging our children to use polite language. Learning manners can take
time to become a habit but will help children to be more confident in social
situations as they get older.

. PLEASE

Our reflection points: b _
I am respectful and considerate of others. Rt POLITE |

I am well-behaved and a pleasure to be around. Py
I say please, thank you, excuse me, sorry and pardon. [ AN YOU " -

www.stranmillisprimary.org
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Well done to all the pupils from Cast who sat LAMDA
Exams in the Summer and achieved fantastic results!

~\e

Well done to Cassie and Maeve,
who baked up a storm and raised
£339.15 for the South Belfast
Food Bank at their bun sale in the
summer holidays. What an
incredible achievement!

Congratulations to
Leo on winning the
Under 10 Junior
Singles
Championship! Well
done Leo!

www.stranmillisprimary.org


http://www.stranmillisprimary.org/

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER Issug No. 1
03.09.24

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Our Safeguarding & Child Protection Policy has been updated for the year 2024/25. This
can be accessed via our school website under the tab Key
Information>Policies>Safeguarding Policy August 2024. The link is also included in the
email which has been sent with the school newsletter.

We encourage all of our parents to sign up to Safer Schools NI. This app provides useful
information and support surrounding the ever-changing digital world. Details of how to
sign up can also be found on our school website under the tab Parents>Safer Schools
NI>Parents Letter. Our schools unique code is 5379.

Kind regards,
Mr McKane
Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection

At Stranmillis, we have over 25 different home languages
spoken by our families. This year if you would like your home
language featured as one of our languages of the month,
please let your class teacher know or email
Jmoore713@c2kni.net.

Similarly, if you have any holidays, customs or traditions
that you would like to share with our school community,
please let us know. You could come into school and share
these with your child’s class and/or other classes in the
school. S '
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Thank you.
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If you require help...

App[yl ng for www.eani.org.uk/fsm
Free School Meals & © o028 90418044
U n |f0 I" m Al Iowa n Ce @ mealsanduniform@eani.org.uk

1. Are you eligible? -\‘1 f/-i_)ualifying Benefits: \\
Income Support;
You must be: - ) Income Based Jobseeker's Allowance;
+ in receipt of a qualifying benefit Income Related Employment and Support
OR Allowance;
* be an Asylum Seeker supported Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit;
by the Home Office Asylum Child Tax Credit or Working Tax Credit with an
Support Assessment Tearn annual taxable household income of £16,190 or
(ASAT). less;
« Universal credit and have net household
_) '\_ earnings not exceeding £15,000 per year. _,/

2. What documentation do you need?

You will be asked to upload proof that you are receiving a qualifying benefit:
» Tax Credits Award Notice
« Your most recent Universal Credit Claimant Statement or
= Proof of Benefit letter (if you are in receipt of Income Support, Income Based
Jobseeker's Allowance, Income Related Employment and Support Allowance
or the Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit).

3. What else do you need?

+ National Insurance Number « Address

s Children’s names * E-mail and telephone number
= Dates of Birth = Bank or building society

= Schools they will be attending account and sort code details.

beginning September, through the Education Authority’s online portal, EA
Connect. If you haven't already registered an EA Connect account, it's quick
and easy to do. Information can be found on the EA website.

5. What happens next?

We aim to process applications within 4 weeks. However, in the busy period of June
to September, this can take up to 5 weeks. Please do not contact EA for an update
on your application within the 5 weeks of submitting your application. If you have
provided incorrect or insufficient supporting documentation, you will receive a
tailored email advising you to resubmit your application with details of the correct
documentation you need to provide.

You will receive an email from EA once your application has been approved and

4. Where do you apply?
Apply for Free School Meals and Uniform Allowance for the new school year

processed.

UPDATED MESSAGE FROM SOPHIE B

‘-1 gy
Starting Thursday 12th September " ‘”%‘ &3
Running Thursday's 12/26 Sep, 3/10/17/24 Oct, 7/14 Nov i ‘ F

. . .'.E 1 A
Cost £56 per child to be paid by 5th September AT Learn To J i 9

To secure your child's place please: T RETURNS TO STRANMILIS PS

Irish Dancing After School Club
Starting Thursday 12th September

complete online registration form (2 minutes to complete) & & . LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
https://form.jotform.com/242184081062348 P clroseouniookcom

first club 2-3pm for p2=p3
second club 3=dpm for pa=p7

make payment of £56 using your child's name as reference, to:

Sophie Jenkins

Account number: 95171707

Sort code: 60-83-71 + leom e art o Irfsh dancing

* Suitable for beginners
* Girls & boys
+ P2and older

Spaces are limited so will be allocated on first come first serve basis! We REabtaatils
look forward to hopefully seeing you all in September. 2526w sap

30,17,241h Oct
T&lAth Nov

COsT

Thanks £56 per child'_(inc lusive of x8 sessions) _
*reduced family fee maximum £100 per family
Sophie
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COMMUNITY NOTICES & ADVERTISEMENTS

Please note that neither the services advertised on the remianing pages nor
those providing them, have been checked or verified by the school.

}{ BELFAST HARLEQUINS BOYS
A HOCKEY

JUNIOR HOCKEY IS BACK!

P4 - P7 YEAR 8 - U15

TUESDAYS THURSDAYS

STARTING 17TH STARTING 19TH
SEPTEMBER ~ SEPTEMBER

TIME
6:15 - 7:15

24 TRAINING
SESSIONS +
BLITZES &
MATCHES

PRICE -
£120

_ =NEW MEMBERS
>~ WELCOME!

Please contact belfast.harlequins.mhc@gmail.com to register
45a Deramore Park, Belfast BT9 5JX
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e
SATURDAYS @ VICTORIA
COLLEGE, BELFAST
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Fetherstons




WEEKLY NEWSLETTER Issue No. 1
03.09.24

=~ SwimBelfast ==

Swimming ... =
Lessons for Kids

Whether they're beginners or already
learning, our experienced teachers are
here to nurture their skills and boost
their confidence in the water.

Our programs for kids:

@Water Familiarization

@'Bﬂsic Swimmming Skills 5 o
g.&dvonced swimming Techniques ey £
@Introduction to Competitive Swimming Where: Methody

When: Mon & Tues
REGISTER NOW

ime: 6.30pm, 7pm, 7.30pm
@ More Information Contact Us
www.swimbelfast.com membership@swimbelfast.com

Commencing 2nd Sept

~~ SwimBelfast

BELFAST BASED
SWIMMING CLUB

Join our club designed for all ages and skill levels
to learn and develop their skills. Whether you
want to be a performance swimmer, a masters
athlete or someone who wants a bit of
socialising, we can help you achieve your goals.

Our structure include:

Swim Training and Competitions Q

......
......

Contact Us

O +44 7934662419

’ - Access to Strength & Conditioning Q
@ www.swimbelfast.com

. . Parent and Athlete Education Q
membership@swimbelfast.com

Annual Trips for all squads o



CAST

School of Speech and Drama

Classes begin Thursday 5th September 2024

Classes held in the YMCA
Puplils collected at the school gates

£9.75 per lesson per pupil

Class times :
*  Improvisation P1-3:2:00 - 2:50
% Storytelling P47 - 3:00 - 415
% Drama games
X Verse Contact Details:
speaking
% LAMDA

examinations
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